The Big Russki

9 days

Kicking off in the northern city of St Petersburg, enjoy a white Christmas in the city of the Tsars, ice
skate or cross country ski in ancient Pskov and then ring in New Year in Moscow - Russia's hedonistic
and cultural capital!

TOUR DETAILS:

TOUR MAP:

Starts in: St Petersburg / Ends in: Moscow
Departs: 24 Dec 2013
No local payment required
Breakfast:8, Lunch: 2, Dinner: 1
Hotel Rating: 3 star
Tour Guide: Yes - For groups of 6 or more

ONLINE RESOURCES:
For a detailed GO GUIDE - click here
To book this trip - click here
To enquire about this trip - click here

QUICK WEB LINKS

The Big Russki - 9 days
www.onthegotours.com/XMAS-And-New-Year/Russia-Tours/The-Big-Russki
1 866 377 6147 | usa-info@onthegotours.com
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Day 1:
Welcome to Russia and the start of a cool yule! Wanting more time
in St Petersburg? This is the trip! Arrival transfer from St Petersburg
Pulkovo Airport to hotel and check in. Tonight, our Welcome
Meeting takes place, where you get to meet your tour leader and
fellow travellers. Rest of evening free. Overnight - St Petersburg
Day 2:
Merry Christmas! We start the day with a city tour, driving along
the famed Nevsky Prospekt stopping at the Church on spilled
Blood to view it from the outside and The Bronze Horseman as
well as a tour of Peter and Paul Fortress. Rest of the day free.
Tonight head to a local cafe for dinner or have a few Xmas drinks
at a club or bar. Cheers! Overnight - St Petersburg

Pskov – Moscow. Today, a short drive takes us to tranquil Pechory
Monastery, founded in 1473. A sea of colours and architectural
styles prevail in the grounds of this still-working cloister. If
permitted on the day, we can explore the fascinating burial caves
where some 10,000 souls rest.
After lunch, we have some alpine fun - ice-skating on a frozen lake
or cross-country skiing. *There are no mountains in the region, so
a special type of ski is used for crosscountry. If the weather is
inclement, then we may have to alter our itinerary and find some
other activities to fill our afternoon. Vodka anyone? Tonight we
travel by overnight sleeper train to Moscow. Overnight - Sleeper
Train to Moscow

Day 3:
A free day to explore on your own, alternatively fill your day by
purchasing our pukka pass. It offers guided sightseeing, entrance
fees, lunch and transport to some of St Pete’s most hard to get to
sites. Tonight, check out St Pete’s spirited restaurant, bar and jazz
club scene, with some of Russia’s best beers. Overnight - St
Petersburg

Day 7:
Welcome to the capital city that launched a swag of bestsellers
with espionage-soaked plots. With our guide, we travel aboard the
capital’s efficient Metro system to Red Square, where we enjoy a
guided walk of central Moscow. In Red Square, if Mr Lenin’s
mausoleum is open, we’ll pay our respects to the grandfather of
Soviet Communism for free. Overnight - Moscow
Day 8:

Day 4:
Today a guided visit of the Hermitage Collection at the Winter
Palace. Later this evening, we travel to Pskov by coach/public bus.
Arriving tonight, we enjoy a late dinner. Overnight - Pskov and
Pechory
Day 5:
Richly historical Pskov is built around the riverside Kremlin, with a
beautiful cathedral. This morning, we’ll enjoy a tour of historical
Pskov. Then, it's tiime to turn the heat up at a local Russian banya
(sauna), before later having a vodka and lunch. Tonight, we enjoy
dinner at the hotel. Overnight - Pskov and Pechory
Day 6:
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Today, we enjoy a guided tour of the Moscow Kremlin - Russia’s
bastion of power. Later opt to join us for a guided tour of a
formerly top secret Soviet Bunker. Our bolt-on allows you to head
65 meters underground to explore a Stalinist-era bunker that up
until recently was a top secret symbol of Soviet Power. See the
giant tunnels and get a guided tour of the rooms and secret
paraphernalia followed by a tour of some of Moscow's most
impressive Stalinist era metro stations, an example of grandiose
over exuberance.
Rest of day free to enjoy the last day of the year your way. There's
loads of eateries and bars in the immediate area - a good choice
for your own private Moscow New Year’s celebration! Overnight Moscow
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(dependent on weather)
All relevant transfers and transportation on tour
NOTE: In Russia on the go use 3 star and 4 star
accommodation as classified by the Russian Ministry of
Tourism. However, please be aware that 3 star and 4 star
standards throughout Russia vary greatly and cannot be
compared to hotels of a similar standard in Western Europe
or, and in particular, the United States.

What's Not Included
International flights and visa
Tipping - an entirely personal gesture
Entrance Fees: $50-60 USD

Day 9:
Happy New Year! Our tour concludes after breakfast and hotel
check out at 12 noon.

WHAT YOU SEE AND WHAT YOU GET:
Below is a list of key highlights and what is included on this tour.
Further, where appropriate, we have listed the items that are not
included in the tour price.

Trip Highlights
Other sites of St Petersburg included on the optional pukka
pass
Pskov - ancient town near Estonian border
Pechory - ancient monastery
Moscow - UNESCO-listed Red Square, Kremlin and Lenin’s
Mausoleum and St Basil’s Cathedral
St Petersburg - UNESCO-listed city area including Nevsky
Prospekt, Museum and University districts, Church on
Spilled Blood (exterior only), The Bronze Horseman, Peter
and Paul Fortress and Admiralty End
St Petersburg Hermitage at the Winter Palace

What's Included
8 breakfasts, 2 lunches, 2 dinners
7 nights 3 star hotels
1 overnight train Pskov - Moscow (open sleeper cabin)
including bed linen
Airport arrival transfer on day 1
Guided sightseeing - St Petersburg, the Hermitage at
Winter Palace, Peter and Paul Fortress, Pskov, Pechory,
Moscow city and Kremlin
Russian banya (sauna) experience
Moscow Metro travel card - 6 journeys
Escorted by an English speaking Russian tour leader
Winter pursuits - ice skating, cross-country skiing in Pskov
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BOLT-ONS:
Make the most of your time away! Listed below are the optional
activities that are available on this trip. Please note that you will
need to book these prior to travel as we cannot always guarantee
availability of these activities once you are on holiday.

Pukka Pass - USD $149
Start the day with a visit to either the gardens of palatial Peterhof,
overlooking the Gulf of Finland in the summer OR Catherine
Palace at Tsarskoe Selo in the winter (Pavlosk Palace is viewed if
Catherine Palace is closed). We stop for lunch at the popular
restaurant, where we enjoy a hearty meal, before exploring inside
the beautiful Church on Spilled Blood.

Catherine Palace or Peterhof - USD $89
Take a step back in time - enjoy a guided tour of the stunning
Royal Residences of the Russian Tsars, located in the outskirts of St
Pete's and admire the beautiful Russian countryside on the way.
Our Catherine Palace (winter) or Peterhof Gardens (summer) bolt
on is available on all tours visiting St Petersburg.

Inside a Soviet Bunker - USD $109
Head 65 meters underground to the Underground Cold War
Museum - a Stalinist-era Soviet Bunker that up until recently was a
top secret symbol of Soviet Power. This mighty 75,000-square-foot
facility was constructed covertly in the 1950s, to protect the select
few against a US nuclear attack. Step back in time to the
clandestine and tense era of the Cold War and enjoy an interactive
tour of this bunker turned museum, followed by a tour of the most
luxurious and extravagant of the Stalinist era metro stations with
their marble columns and chandeliers all with an English speaking
guide.

Novgorod Countryside Stay - USD $549
Escape the bustling city of St Petersburg with an overnight stay in
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a country house in ancient Novgorod. Your visit begins with a tour
of the historic Kremlin (Fortress) grounds and the open air
museum of Russian wooden architecture. You’ve free time to
admire Novgorod - listed by UNESCO as one of the top 100 cities
of the world. Why not soak up the views from a leisurely walk
along the Volkhov river, visit one of the great medieval abbeys, or
wander round the quaint shops and bars.

PRICES AND DATES: from USD $1,639
Prices shown are per person travelling. 'Twin/Double' prices per
person apply when there are 2 people travelling, sharing a room.
The 'Single supplement' applies for single travellers who require
their own room and needs to be added to the 'Twin/Double' price.
If you are happy to be paired up with another single traveller of
the same sex on your tour, this can be arranged, thus avoiding the
single person supplement. All our group tours are guaranteed to
depart subject to a minimum of 2 travellers.

Rebecca Mcinnes , Jan 2013
My partner and I booked the Big Russki over Christmas and New Year
2010. Our guide, Ekaterina, really made the tour. She was
knowledgable, helpful and a lot of fun. We saw some incredible sights
in St Petersburg and Moscow, and also had the chance to experience
true Russian nightlife in a provincial town. I would recommend this
tour to anyone who is keen to experience a 'real winter' and a culture
that is likely to differ greatly from their own.
Miss Marcia Sorensen, Feb 2011
Our guide, Katya, was awesome. She looked out for all of us really
well. She was also very funny and answered all our questions. The tour
was a a good pace, great mix of culture and entertainment. A
memoreble holiday for sure.
Mark Spencer, Jan 2010

2013
Date

Price/Person

Single Supp.

24 DEC - 01 JAN

USD $1,639

USD $659

Date

Price/Person

Single Supp.

24 DEC - 01 JAN

USD $1,639

USD $659

2014

Supplementary Prices

4 Berth Sleeper Train
Upgrade Moscow Pskov

Price/Person

Single Supp.

USD $109

USD $0

I had the most memorable Christmas & New Year's ever! So many
highlights... Banya, Soviet Bunker, Kremlin.... and of course the train
ride to Pskov - very interesting experience! Thank you for a wonderful
time!
Katie D., Jan 2010
Thank you so much. This was a fantastic tour & I had an amazing
time. New Year's in the Red Square was something I will remember
and talk about for a long time. I also met some fantastic people, hope
to keep in touch with them and even go together on another tour!
Keryn Searle, Jan 2010

POSTCARDS:
Here's what some of our past travellers have written in to us and
said about their experiences on this trip.

Katya was a great guide. Calm under preassure, funny and very
informative. She gave great suggestions for places to visit and also
bars/restaurants with great food. I had a fun tour, which is an
absolute highlight of all my travel experiences.

Thank you for looking after us here and the hospitality in your
country. We have precious memories to treasure.

Leslie, Jan 2010

Alison Lord , Jan 2013
Great tour. Very capable and friendly tour guide. Thanks
Chad Crawford , Jan 2013
On the go was good value for money and I loved it! Will go on tour
with them again as I felt very safe on the tour.
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