don't leave home without it

An alternative to our Taj Express, on this
tour of the famous Golden Triangle we also
get to sample the traditional Indian way of
life in the quaint village of Perharsar near
Bharatpur.
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¢ Delhi - Old Delhi - Red Fort, Jama Masjid
and Raj Ghat.

¢ New Delhi - India Gate, Rajpath,
Humayun's Tomb, Qutab Minar and visit a
carpet emporium with demonstration

« Jaipur - Amber Fort and Jantar Mantar.
Visit to a cotton trader for tailored
garments

¢ Abhaneri - Chand Baori 9th century step
well

« Bharatpur and Perharsar Village

+ Keoladeo Ghana National Park -
UNESCO site

«  Fatehpur Sikri - ancient Mughal city

* Agra - Taj Mahal (entrance fee included)
and Agra Fort
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* 7 breakfasts and 2 dinners (including
Namaste Dinner in Delhi)

* 7 nights - 3-4 star and heritage hotels

* Horse and cart/buggy ride to Taj Mahal -
Agra

« Elephant ride to Amber Fort - Jaipur
(*Subject to Government regulations and
availability)

« Airport arrival and departure transfers on
day 1 and day 8

*  Touring of Delhi, Jaipur, Bharatpur, Agra
and Perharsar village

* Specialist local guides at some sights

« Taj Mahal, Jaipur City Palace and Jantar
Mantar entrance fees.

¢ All relevant transfers and transportation

* English speaking Indian tour leader for
groups of 6 or more

« Tipping Kitty: $15-20 USD

* Entrance Fees: $50-60 USD

« International flights and visas

« Tip for your tour leader. We suggest
$13-$20 USD per person for this tour.
Tipping your leader is an entirely personal
gesture.

Saturday. Welcome to India and the start of your
holiday! Arrive Delhi, included transfer to hotel.
Free afternoon and evening. Overnight - New
Delhi

Delhi. Before the tour commences, we hold an early
breakfast welcome meeting. Here, you'll meet the
tour leader and the rest of the group. Entrance fees
and tipping kitty will be collected at this time. The
tip kitty will cover all the tipping throughout the tour,
except a tip for your tour leader.

Setting off, we begin our sightseeing of Delhi —
the nation’s capital and India’s third largest city.
Today's tour will offer a fascinating insight into
India’s principal capital city.

Old Delhi is the 17th century walled city of
Shahjahanabad (capital of Muslim India between
the 17th and 19th centuries) with city gates, narrow
alleyways, bazaars, many mosques, monuments,
forts and other buildings relating to India’s Muslim
history. The main street in Old Delhi is Chandni
Chowk — a colourful, if hopelessly congested
shopping bazaar.

Sightseeing of Old Delhi - highlights:

¢ Red Fort- The red stone walls of the fort
extend for 2kms and vary in height from 8m
on the riverside to 33m on the city side. Built
by Shah Jahan started construction of the
massive fort in 1638 and it was completed
in 1648.

« Jama Masjid- The largest mosque in India
and the final architectural extravagance of
Shah Jahan.

¢ Raj Ghat- on the banks of the Yamuna
River lies a marble memorial marking
the spot where the great leader-
Mahatma Gandhi was cremated after his
assassination.

New Delhi, in contrast to Old Delhi is a city
of wide tree-lined streets, parks, fountains and
roundabouts — designed by Edward Lutyens and
built as the imperial capital of India by the British.
Connaught Place (Rajiv. Chowk) with its outer
circle Connaught Circus (Indira Chowk) forms the
business and tourist centre. New Delhi also houses
many government buildings including Rashtrapati
Bhavan — the official residence of the President
of India which stands at the opposite end of the
Rajpath from India Gate.

Sightseeing of New Delhi — highlights:
¢ Rajpath — an immensely broad boulevard
flanked on either side by ornamental
ponds. The Republic Day parade is held
here every 26 January, drawing millions of
people to this spectacle. It is at the eastern
end of Rajpath we'll see India Gate.
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¢ India Gate - The 42m high stone “Arch
of Triumph”, erected in memory of Indian
soldiers who died in the First World War.

Tonight, we enjoy a Namaste Dinner at a restaurant
specialising in Indian cuisine. Overnight - New
Delhi (B, D)

Delhi - Jaipur. Today we travel by road, to the Pink
City of Jaipur, capital of Rajasthan. The journey
takes approximately 5 - 6 hours. Upon arrival we’'ll
embark on some sightseeing taking in the Old City
and City Palace.

In 1876, Maharaja Ram Singh had the entire old city
swathed in pink paint! Not as mad as it seems, as
pink is a colour in India associated with hospitality.
The new paint job was completed in time for a regal
visit by the Prince of Wales (later King Edward VII),
atradition that has been maintained, hence Jaipur's
name - the Pink City.

En route to the City Palace, we’ll pass Hawa
Mahal — the Palace of the Winds. Although little
more than an impressive facade it is one of
the city’s landmarks. The 5-storey building which
overlooks the main street of the bustling old city is
a stunning example of Rajput architecture with it's
pink, delicately honeycombed sandstone windows.
We visit the City Palace, a blend of Rajasthani
and Mughal architecture. If the flag is flying, the
Maharaja is in residence. A part of palace has
been converted into a museum, which has an
impressive collection of arts, carpets, enamel ware
and weaponry.

Just over the road from the City Palace is Jantar
Mantar (take a glimpse at the snake charmers,
fortune tellers and astronomers who merrily lining
our path) an observatory of astronomy built by Jai
Singhin 1728. Of the five observatories he built, this
is the largest and best preserved. At first glance,
Jantar Mantar resembles a sculpture park, though
in fact, each construction has a specific scientific
purpose. Some measure the positions of stars,
whilst others calculate eclipses, the lunar calendar
and simply the time of day. Even today, most of the
constructions remain accurate! Overnight - Jaipur
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Jaipur . Opt to see the pink city from high above
with our early morning balloon flight. After we travel
just outside Jaipur to the Amber Fort. Once the
ancient capital of Jaipur State, construction of the
fort/palace was started in 1592 by Maharaja Man
Singh, the Rajput commander of Akbar’s army. The
fort is a superb example of Rajput architecture,
stunningly situated atop a hill. We’'ll ascend the road
leading to the palace in princely style, aboard Indian
elephants, - subject to regulations/availability as the
elephants are limited to the number of trips that can
make up the fort each day. We explore the richly
decorated palace admiring how kings and queens
once lived. Enjoy the rest of the day at leisure.

Jaipur is the place to shop until you drop, so if
you fancy a bit of retail therapy, be sure to do it
here. Shop for jootis (traditional Rajasthani curled
shoes) Jaipur's famous blue pottery, textiles and
handicrafts around the City Palace or Hawa Mahal.
Be sure to explore the Johari Bazaar in the Old
Pink City which are great for shopping. Overnight
- Jaipur (B)
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Jaipur - Bharatpur via Peharsar. Our first stop is
Chand Baori, a famous 9th century stepwell in
the village of Abhaneri. Then driving to the small
rural village of Perharsar, on foot we walk the
backstreets discovering local life, traditions and (if
open) visit the village school where we operate our
‘Change for Children’ programme. Here, we'll also
visit a charming haveli (mansion house) with small
courtyard, lawned gardens and rustic ‘shabby chic’
appeal carefully being restored to glory of better
farming years.

After hotel check in at Bharatpur and time to freshen
up we visit the UNESCO World Heritage Site of
Keoladeo Ghana National Park. Keoladeo’'s 29
sg.km of swamps and lakes constitute one of the

most important breeding and migratory areas in
the world, where from October - March the some
200 plus local species are joined by a further 130
species from as far afield as the Russian Steppes
and Central Asia. Overnight - Bharatpur (B, D)

Bharatpur - Agra. En route to Agra, we Vvisit
Fatehpur Sikri; this magnificent fortified city was
the capital of the Mughal Empire from 1571 until
1585, when it was abandoned dramatically due to a
lack of water to support the peoples who resided in
the city. Thanks to the very durable red sandstone,
from which it was built, Fatehpur Sikri remains
fantastically preserved.

Fatehpur Sikri is divided into four main parts:
the women’s quarters; the emperor's quarters; a
quarter for princes and noblemen; and weapons
housing. We see various temples, places of
worships, pavilions, public areas and examples of
everyday living such as areas from where ablutions
were performed, to an ancient aqua cooling system
and marvel at how life must have been for the
inhabitants of this old city.

Continuing on to Agra, we embark on a short tour
of the Agra Fort. Behind its colossal walls are some
of the finest Mughal buildings in India. Construction
of the fort was commenced during the reign of
Emperor Akbar and additions were made until the
rule of his grandson Shah Jahan. During Akbar’'s
time, it was primarily a military fort though later the
focus shifted and it partially became a palace.

After visiting Agra Fort we take a short motorised
buggy ride to reach the legendary Taj Mahal.
Described as the most extravagant monument
ever built for love, this fine example of Mughal
architecture was built by Emperor Shah Jahan in
memory of his beloved second wife-Mumtaz Mahal,
who died tragically during childbirth.

Built entirely of white marble, construction began in
1631, the year in which Mumtaz died, and was not
completed until 1653. A staggering total of 20,000
workers contributed their skills, in the construction
of this unique mausoleum.

After our touring there is a visit to a visit a marble
craftshop before time to relax back at the hotel.
Overnight - Agra (B)

: aAN
Agra - Delhi. After breakfast we return to Delhi, the
latter part of the afternoon is free for you to relax or
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independently explore more of Delhi. Overnight -
New Delhi (B)

Saturday. Our tour concludes after breakfast.
Goodbye India! Included departure transfer to the
airport for your flight back home.(B)

Special arrangements for our Taj Traveller tour
departing 23 March 2013 are as follows:

Day 4 afternoon. Today its festival time for the
elephants of Jaipur. Arriving at approx 4pm to
the open air Rambagh Polo Ground camels and
horses and lively folk dancers and musicians
will proceed the stars of the show. Groomed to
perfection, glittering in gold, laden with silk tassels
and intricately decorated with brightly coloured
motifs, row upon row of elephants will move
gracefully in procession to an enthralled audience.
Hoping to be ringside, we'll witness the colourful
celebrations which include the crowning of the Best
Decorated Elephant, a regal match of polo played
from elephant back and the comical bout of man
verses elephant in a game of tug of war. Breakfast
& overnight Jaipur

Day 5 - Jaipur - Bharatpur via Peharsar. It's an early
start today as the Holi festivities bring thousands of
devotees out onto the streets in dazzling colour and
good cheer.

Celebrated all over India since ancient times, Holi
is an annual festival celebrated on the day after the
fullmoon in the Hindu month of Phalguna. Originally
Holi was an agricultural festival celebrating the
arrival of spring. In keeping this tradition people now
a day choose to celebrate the occasion by throwing
brightly coloured spices or herbal powders into the
air, symbolically they are ridding the gloom of winter
and rejoicing in the colours and liveliness of spring.

Today the central ritual of Holi incorporates the
applying and throwing of coloured water and
powders on friends and family which gives the
holiday its modern name ‘the Festival of Colour'.
This ritual also believed to be based on events in
Hindu mythology and is associated with Krishna's
playful splashing of the maids with water, but most
of all it celebrates the coming of spring and the
vibrancy of colour that the season brings.

Arriving at the small rural village of Perharsar, we
tour a charming haveli (mansion house) with small
courtyard, lawned gardens and rustic ‘shabby chic’
appeal carefully being restored to glory of better
farming years. From here its a short drive to our
hotel in Bharatpur.

After checking in and time for lunch, you can pull
up a chair and watch the Holi celebrations taking
place out on the lawn. For those wanting to get
involved we'll be providing white kurta pyjamas for
you to wear and organic colours for you to throw. In
this game of cat and mouse, stealth and the art of
surprise will serve you well. After a bombardment
of powder bombs and shower of water in every
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imaginable colour we'll etch an escape plan to
Keoladeo Ghana National Park for a late afternoon
bicycle rickshaw ride and birdwatching. Breakfast,
dinner & overnight Bharatpur.

India has a three-season year known as the hot, the
wet and the cool. The best time to visit is between
late September and April when temperatures are
cooler and therefore ideal for sightseeing. In the
summer months of May to July it is less crowded
and conditions are perfect for sightseeing and
photography, although parts of India are extremely
hot. July signals the start of the monsoon or wet
season that continues until early or mid September.
Although the weather is humid, the days are
punctuated by intermittent rainfall and the monsoon
is India is actually quite spectacular and quite
refreshing.

It is recommended that you be vaccinated for
Tetanus and Polio, if you haven't had a booster in
the last ten years. Food and waterborne diseases
are more common, so we recommend vaccinations
for Typhoid(valid 3 years) and Hepatitis A (validity
varies). You are also advised to take anti-Malarial
medication.

The Indian Rupees (INR) is non-exportable and
only available in India. Pounds Sterling, US Dollars
and Euros are easily exchanged upon arrival at any
major bank or your hotel. ATM's are also available
in all major towns and cities.

If planning on using your ATM card whilst in India,
please let your bank know of your travel plans
prior to departure to avoid your bank assuming that
the transaction is fradulent and blocking your card.
Exchange rates are subject to fluctuation.

USD 1=INR 45

GBP 1=INR 75
EURO 1 = INR 65
AUD 1 =INR 47

India is 5 hours 30 mins ahead of GMT.

« Asmall daypack for your day-to-day needs.

« A photocopy of your passport data pages.

¢ The voltage in India is 230-240V. Most
outlets in India accept round 3 pin plugs
(not a UK, European or USA plugs). You
should pack a Universal Adaptor and check
that it is suitable for India.

¢ Insect repellant to guard against pesky
mosquitos

e Spare camera batteries/memory card so
you can go snap happy.

* Consider packing some pencils, pens or
modest educational supplies that can be
given to village schools or street children.

« Ifyoufancy atipple, take advantage of Duty

Free buys.

¢ Buy some Indian Rupees at the airport on
arrival.

¢ Buy a phrasebook and practice your
holiday Hindi.

« Keep a supply of small notes for local
transactions.

Funds collected in India for entrance fees and
tip kitty (if applicable to your holiday) or optional
excursion that you may wish to participate is are
payable in local currency (INR).

If arriving on day 1 of a holiday, that includes an
airport arrival transfer (as indicated in the 'What you
Get' section of this Go Guide) we will be at the
airport, ready to transfer you to your hotel. Further
if you are booking pre-tour accommodation with us
an airport arrival transfer will also be provided. If
arriving prior to 9am on day 1 (essentially on a
flight that arrives very, very early in the morning)
you will need to purchase a night of pre-tour
accommodation to save you waiting until standard
hotel check in time, which is generally 2pm.

If your tour or short stay includes an airport
arrival transfer (as indicated in the 'What you Get'
section of this Go Guide) from Delhi's Indira Gandhi
International Airport, our arrival procedure is as
follows:

Arrive to Delhi's Indira Gandhi International Airport,
where after you have attended to customs and
immigration formalities, please proceed to the
arrival hall. Please have your tour voucher handy
and make it available to our representative who
will be waiting for you in the arrivals hall, holding
a prominent on the go tours logo signboard, ready
to escort you to our awaiting transportation and
onward to your tour start hotel

If, for any reason you have trouble locating our
representative (after waiting 20 minutes in the
arrival hall) or your flight to India is delayed please
call the emergency contact number as stated on
your tour voucher and our local office who will then
advise on the best course of action.

If travelling on our Captivating Kerala tour (with
arrival via Kochi Airport) or one of our 'Short Stays'
where an airport arrival transfer is included in your
holiday, the procedure for meeting you at the airport
is the same as those detailed above.

As of 01 Dec 2011, an airport development fee will
be levied to all flights departing from Indira Gandhi
International airport, New Delhi.

The fee will be collected directly at the airport for
all international and domestic tickets issued prior to
this date. For all tickets issued/ puchased after 01
Dec 2011, the cost will be included in the ticket cost.
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The amount (payable to your respective airline at
checkin) is as follows and can only be paid in Indian
Rupees (INR). It would be ideal for you to have
close to or the exact amount to avoid delays.
Domestic flights: INR 221 per person

International flights: INR 1434 per person

Visas

All foreign nationals must obtain a visa for a visit
to India and it is essential the visa be procured
prior to travel. A 6 month single entry visa (valid
from the date of issue) is issued for most nationals
planning to visit India. If you are planning to visit a
neighbouring country such as Nepal, Bhutan or Sri
Lanka and return to India you will require a multiple
entry visa which must be procured in advance of
travel. In order to obtain this, you will need to
provide the embassy with a detailed itinerary and
full flight information, showing the dates and ports
of exit and re-entry to India.

If you are aresident in the UK we offer a visa service
to save you the inconvenience of having to queue
at the embassy, please visit our website or contact
us for further information.

Visa requirements are subject to change and that
visa procurement prior to departure is solely the
responsibility of the traveller and not of on the go.
Please also ensure that your passport is valid for
at least 6 months from your planned date of return
from India.

Taj Traveller - 8 days
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