TRIP NOTES

Gondolas, Lakes & Split
9 Days | Venice to Split

COACH TOUR: From the Alps to the
Adriatic Sea, discover the natural
beauty of this northern arm of

the Mediterranean on a 9-day

tour from Venice to Split. Visit the

sprawling Postojna Caves, sample
truffles & olive oil in bucolic Istria,
and of course admire the scenic
waters of Lake Wörth in Austria,
Lake Bled in Slovenia, and the
Plitvice Lakes in Croatia.

HIGHLIGHTS AND INCLUSIONS
Trip Highlights
• Venice - Cruise along the beautiful
Grand Canal in a water taxi, and see
the sights on a walking tour
• Bled - Relax in one of the most
beautiful alpine resorts in the world,
famed for its thermal lake

• Austria - Embark on a day trip
through the Alps to scenic Lake
Wörth and the university town of

Klagenfurt
• Postojna - Go deep into one of
Europe's largest underground caves
and the adjoining Renaissance
castle
• Istria - Discover the coastal region
nicknamed 'Croatian Tuscany', from
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the romantic town of Rovinj to the
ancient amphitheater at Pula

• Opatija - Touch the edge of the
Adriatic coast at this 19th-century
seaside resort
• Split - Wander through a historic port
city with ancient Roman monuments
• Plitvice Lakes - Traverse a stunning
series of lakes, cascading waterfalls
and travertines

What's Included

• Arrival transfer to hotel in Venice
• Entrance fees to sites other than
those listed
• Tip for your tour leader. We

recommend you allow EUR 5-10
per day, per traveller. Tipping is an
entirely personal gesture

DETAILED ITINERARY
Day 1 : Welcome to Italy

• Breakfast daily, 2 lunches and 3
dinners (inclusive of a farewell
dinner)
• 8 nights in 3-4 star accommodation
• Airport transfer on day 1 (Venice
Marco Polo) and 9 (Split)
• Entrance fees for Venice Vaporetto,
Bled Castle and boat ride, Postojna
Cave and Predjama Castle, Vrelo
Cave, Plitvice Lakes, and Pula
Amphitheatre
• Guided sightseeing of Venice, Bled,
Klagenfurt, Opatjija, Plitvice Lakes,
and Split
• Truffle tasting and olive oil tasting
• Services of English speaking Tour

Friday. Upon arrival into Venice you
will be met and transferred to your
hotel in the Mestre area of Venice.
The remainder of the day is at leisure.
Overnight - Mestre

Guide
• All relevant transfers and
transportation in private A/C vehicles

What's Not Included
• International flights and visas
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Day 2 : Venice

Day 4 : Carinthia

Day 6 : Idyllic Istria

Meeting point with tour leader at the
hotel reception at 10 AM. Departure
towards Venice followed by sightseeing
of this unique floating city. Enjoy a
walking tour with an English speaking
guide before returning back to land
and continuing towards Slovenia.
Dinner and overnight in the Bled area.
Overnight - Bled (B, D)

Today we visit the neighbor country of
Austria, which means this day will offer
plenty of views of the Alps, impressive
at any time of the year. In the historic
county of Carinthia, enjoy a panoramic
tour of popular vacation spot,the 20
km long Lake Wörth. We continue to the
charming Klagenfurt, University town
with the beautiful Lindworm fountain
dominating the old city square, the
Altplatz. After the visit, and before
returning to Bled, we drive to a lunch on
the shore of Worth Lake. Overnight Bled.
Overnight - Bled (B, L)

Our day will start with sightseeing one
of the most romantic towns in Istria
- Rovinj. A walk through labyrinths of
cobbled streets will lead you through
some of the most picturesque streets in
Istria and numerous galleries of unique
art pieces. At the hilltop, we will visit the
dominating Basilica of St. Euphemia
and enjoy the stunning panorama
views. Departure towards Livade for
a sample of one the Istrian tastiest
treasures, the truffle. The rest of the day
offers a unique sensory experience olive oil tasting rich in green scent and
flavor of various sorts of extra virgin
olive at one of the most renowned local
producers. Afterwards you visit one of
the best preserved amphitheaters in
the world, the jewel of Pula, a 3000year-old city, administrative center of
Istria. Overnight in Rovinj. Overnight -

Day 3 : Bled & Bohinj

Day 5 : Postojna Caves &
Predjama Castle

Enjoy a relaxing tour of glacier
Lake Bled, one of the most popular
destinations in Slovenia for it's
picturesque setting. After Bled Castle
boat ride time at leisure on the islands.
The terrace of the castle affords
wonderful views of the lake and
surrounding mountains – on a clear
day you can see Slovenia’s highest
mountain, Mount Triglav. Our final stop
of the day will be the Lake Bohinj, one of
the best kept secrets in the area, which
will give you abundance of photo ops,
as will the entire day. Overnight on Lake
Bled. Overnight - Bled (B)
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Rovinj (B)

Day 7 : Opatija & Lake Bajer

Today we continue our trip towards
Croatia and stop at the Postojna Caves.
One of the largest underground caves
system in Europe hides wondrous
geological creations and is home of
the olm. Next destination, Renaissance
Predjama Castle situated on a high
cliff, tells the 700 years old story of its
predecessors and Postojna. Arrival
to the enchanting coastal town of
Rovinj in the late afternoon. Overnight in
Rovinj. Overnight - Rovinj (B)

Travelling from Croatia’s biggest
peninsula, we drive through Opatija.
You will have time at leisure to
enjoy this wonderful little town full
of magnificent villas and old hotels,
once famous winter resort of Austrian
elite. Take a stroll through Lungomare
promenade, visit Angiolina park,
or simply enjoy a coffee break at
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Wagner's terrace. After we pass Gorski
Kotar Region we arrive to a picturesque
little place Fuzine to explore the Vrelo

Cave. With everlasting impressions
from the green lungs of Croatia, lunch
that is awaiting us at the heartwarming
restaurant Bitoraj, will be the blend of
the traditional, home made food of the
region. Through the lush green scenery
the trip continues to water empire of
Plitvice Lakes. Overnight in the Plitvice
area. Overnight - Plitvice Lakes (B, L, D)

Day 8 : Plitvice Lakes & Split

After breakfast, let yourself be carried
away by the fascinating labyrinth
of evergreen woods and lakes
interconnected with stunning waterfalls.
The UNESCO protected oldest Croatian
national park proudly carries the title of
one of world’s most impressive national
parks. Our journey continues towards
Split for a short evening walk through
the UNESCO World heritage site, the
largest city on the Adriatic coast. On
our walking tour we explore Diocletian's
Palace, built by the Roman emperor
Diocletian at the turn of the 4th century
and see the Grgur Ninski Statue and
will see the Cathedral and Bell Tower
of St Domnius. Farewell dinner in a
typical Dalmatian restaurant - konoba.
Overnight in Split. Overnight - Split (B,

frequently use on this tour. We reserve
the right to substitute these stays to
ones of a similar standard.
Please refer to your Tour Voucher for
your confirmed arrival hotel or start
point and further arrival information.
Set in the lush greenery of San Giuliano
Park, Russot Hotel is located a short
drive away from the heart of Venice.
Situated overlooking the waterfront,
with views over the old city of Venice,
the hotel has two restaurants serving
both Italian and international cuisine.
Guest rooms are well equipped with
well decorated interiors and en suite
facilities. Enjoy a drink at the hotel
bar where entertainment is regularly
featured.

Hotel Park

Commanding a fantastic location
on the shores of Lake Bled, Hotel Park
offers beautiful views across the water.
All guest rooms are bright, airy and
comfortable offering a private balcony
for guests to enjoy. On the top floor of
the hotel you’ll find an indoor thermal
swimming pool, with a magnificent
view of the lake. With Bled promenade
only a short walk away there are plenty
of restaurant options close to the hotel,
as well as the hotels own Rikli Pizzeria.

Day 9 : Split

ACCOMMODATION
Highlighted below are some of the
accommodation/ hotels which we

Gondolas, Lakes & Split - 9 Days

www.onthegotours.com - info@onthegotours.com
UK
020 4571 1381
USA
866 616 5394
IRE
1800 936 885
CAN 866 890 7038
AUS
1300 855 684
SA
0800 990 337
NZ
0800 44 77 69

available at one of the 4 restaurants on
offer within the hotel grounds.

Russot Hotel Venice

D)

After the breakfast, it is time to say
goodbye. Transfer to Split Airport or
your Croatia cruise by Katarina Line.(B)

and outdoor swimming pool areas and
is located 50m from Mulini beach. Both
indoor and Al fresco dining options are

Hotel Eden

Set in the shadow of an ancient pine
forest, Hotel Eden offers elegant and
well presented rooms overlooking a
quiet cove on the coast of the Istrian
peninsula. Hotel Eden has large indoor

Jezero Hotel

Nestled in the heart of Plitvice Lakes
National Park, Jezero Hotel is the perfect
base for any overnight stay in this
stunning locale. The property offers a
selection of guest rooms and suites,
and while the hotel interior is modern
in design, the building has been
constructed to sit perfectly amongst

the natural surroundings. A short walk
away is Kozjak – the park’s largest
lake. Hotel amenities include an inhouse restaurant and lobby bar, a night
club and complimentary spa facilities
including a gym, whirpool massage
and two Finnish saunas. There’s also
a small gift shop on site, plus room
service and free WiFi.

Hotel Cornaro

A seamless fusion of traditional and
modern, Hotel Cornaro is well known
for its professional and friendly service,
with an enviable location right in the
heart of the city. Diocletian's Palace
and the Split City Museum are a 2
and 8 minute walk from the hotel,
respectively. The rooms are stylishly
decorated with large beds and elegant
furnishings and flat screen TV’s. At
this hotel you’ll find an inviting rooftop
bar which offers wine tasting of local
Croatian wines.
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bordered by the Czech Republic,
Germany, Hungary, Slovakia, Slovenia,
Italy, Switzerland & Liechtenstein. It

has an alpine climate, and whilst cold
in winter, summer temperatures are
relatively high.

BEFORE YOU GO
Our partners

This tour is operated in conjunction

with our trusted partner and you will
join travellers who booked through

different operators, not solely On The
Go.

The sightseeing group may vary in size
from 2 – 25 persons.

Austria Country Guide
Austria: Fact File

Official Name: Republic of Austria
Capital: Vienna

Population: 8.4 million

Total Area: 84,000 square kilometres
Official Language: German

Religions: Roman Catholic 61.4%,

Orthodox 6%, Muslim 6.23%, Lutheran
3.6%
Voltage: 230-240V. Sockets are of
European two pronged round pin
variety.
Time Difference: GMT/UTC + 1. For

other time differences please visit
www.timeanddate.com

Austria: Brief History

Austria was part of the AustroHungarian Empire until the end of World
War I when Austria adopted the name
the Republic of German-Austria in
a bid to unite with Germany. In 1938
Austria was occupied by the Nazis,
which lasted until the end of World War
II. Democracy was restored and now
there are 9 federal states. It is one of
the wealthiest countries in the world
and part of the EU & United Nations

Austria: Geography & Weather
Located in the Alps, Austria is a
landlocked, mountainous country
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Check the weather chart on our
website or visit www.worldclimate.com
to get an idea of what the weather will
be like on your trip.
Visit www.worldclimate.com to get an
idea of what the weather will be like on
your tour.

Austria: Visas

Many nationalities (including citizens
of the UK, Australia, Canada, Japan, the
US and EU citizens) do not need a visa
to enter Austria when staying in the
country for less than 90 days. However,
visitors must hold an onward ticket,
all documents required for their next
destination and sufficient funds. If your
nationality is not listed please consult
your nearest Austrian consulate before
you travel.

Austria: Money
Local currency

The monetary unit in Austria is the
Euro (€). For up-to-date exchange
rates with your own currency visit
www.oanda.com or www.xe.com.
Changing money, credit cards & ATMs
The easiest way to obtain money in
Austria is to draw it out of an ATM
(cash machine) on a credit or debit
card (e.g. visa or cirrus). ATMs are
widely available throughout Europe
and credit cards are accepted in
many restaurants and shops. Another

option is to bring cash, in either US
dollars or euros (pounds sterling and
other currencies cannot always be
easily changed) but we advise against
bringing all your money in this form, in
case of theft. In all of the cities that we
visit there are many places to change
money and your tour leader will be able
to show you where to get the best rates
of exchange. Please note: Travellers

cheques are not recommended for
travel anywhere in Europe as these
can be difficult to change and attract
poor exchange rates or exorbitant
commission.
Tipping

In a restaurant, round up the bill unless
a service charge has already been
added or the service was not up to
standard. You should also round up bar
bills and taxi fares.

Austria: Security

Most people find Austria a very friendly
and safe and feel quite comfortable
wandering around alone during the
day. However, as with any area you
are not familiar with (particularly in
the capital cities) it is recommended
that you exercise more caution at night
especially if you are a lone female.

Austria: Local food and drink
Food

Austrian specialties include Krapfen
(doughnuts filled with apricot jam),
Apfelstrudel (filled with apple) and
Topfenstrudel (filled with cheese). Other
typical dishes include Wiener Schnitzel,
a veal cutlet which is breaded and fried
and also Knodel, which are dumplings
often served on the side of a meal.
Drink

All drinks such as bottled water or
soft drinks are at your own expense
at all times and are fairly inexpensive.
Alcoholic drinks vary in price, with wine
and beer generally being the cheapest
options.

Austria: National holidays
1 January - New Year’s Day

6 January - New Years' Day

March/April variable - Easter Good
Friday (variable)
1 May - Labor Day/May Day
5 May - Ascension Day
16 May - Whit Monday

May 26 - Corpus Christi

15 August - Assumption Day

26 October -National Holiday
1 November - All Saints' Day
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25 December - Christmas Day
Please remember that on public

holidays, banks, museums and
shops will be closed and often public
transport is less frequent than usual.

Croatia Country Guide
Visas and passports

Visa requirements are subject to
change and visa procurement is
the responsibility of the traveller
and not On The Go Tours. Visa
requirements are subject to change,
therefore it is essential that you check
current visa requirements with the
Croatian Embassy before travel. For
information about visas, head to
www.onthegotours.com/Croatia/

• A towel for swimming/showering
(unless stated as included under the
Trip Notes 'Inclusions' section on page
one of these Trip Notes)

Health requirements and water
You should seek medical advice for
vaccinations and about medications
before travelling.

The tap water in Croatia is generally
considered safe to drink, but as a
precaution against stomach upsets
you may want to drink bottled mineral
water, which is readily available from
shops, hotels and restaurants.

Slovenia Country Guide
Slovenia: Fact File

Visas

Official Name: Republic of Slovenia

Please also ensure that your passport
is valid for at least 6 months from
your planned date of departure from
Croatia.

Population: 2 million

After booking your holiday, please
provide us with your passport details
as soon as possible so that we can
proceed to book all services.

Essential packing

Please check local temperatures
so you can pack accordingly. Visit
www.worldclimate.com

• Lightweight cotton garments in
summer, warm clothing for Spring and
Autumn (temperatures can get quite
low at night)
• Comfortable walking shoes
• Universal travel adaptor
• DEET based mosquito repellent and
antihistamine cream

• First aid kit including Dioralyte
• Tour Voucher and a copy of your
travel insurance policy, spare passport
photos and a photocopy of your
passport
• Sunglasses, hat, sunscreen, swim
costume, torch and money belt
• Either a rucksack or suitcase is
suitable. A small daypack for your dayto-day needs
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Capital: Ljubljana

Total Area: 20,273 square kilometres

Official Language: Slovenian (others

Serbo-Croatian). English is widely
spoken in the main cities, If you tour
also spends time in smaller towns and
villages you may wish to bring along a
phrasebook to help you pick up a few
words of the local language.
Religions: Roman Catholic 88%,

Orthodox 4.4%, Muslim 1.3% / Roman
Catholic 71%, Lutheran 1%, Muslim 1%
Voltage: 220-240 volts. European-style
two-pin plugs are in use.
Dialling Code: +386

Time Difference:GMT/UTC +1. For

other time differences please visit
www.timeanddate.com

Slovenia: Brief history

Slovenia was part of the Holy Roman
Empire and then the Austro-Hungarian
Empire until 1918, when the Slovenes
joined the Serbs and Croats in
forming a new multinational state,
renamed Yugoslavia. After World War
II, Slovenia became a republic of the
renewed Yugoslavia, and although
Communist, distanced itself from
Moscow's rule. The Slovenes succeeded
in establishing their independence
from Yugoslavia in 1991 after a short

10-day war. Historical ties to Western
Europe, a strong economy, and a stable
democracy have assisted in Slovenia's
transformation to a modern state.
Slovenia acceded to both NATO and
the EU in the spring of 2004.

Slovenia: Geography and
weather

Slovenia is wedged between Austria
and Croatia. Often refered to as a
microcosim of European geography as
a whole, the geography varies from a
short coastal strip on the Adriatic, an
alpine mountain region adjacent to
Italy and Austria and mixed mountains
and valleys with numerous rivers
to the east. Slovenia experiences a
Mediterranean climate on the coast
and a continental climate with mild to
hot summers and cold winters in the
plateaus and valleys to the east.
Our tours mostly operate from late
spring (April/May) to early Autumn (in
Eastern Europe) when the weather is
generally at its best. Temperatures will
vary but will still be cool in April/May
and again in October. The warmest
months tend to be July/August. The
further south you are the higher the
average temperatures. You can expect
snow from December to late March.
Visit www.worldclimate.com to get an

idea of what the weather will be like on
your tour.

Slovenia: Visas

Many nationalities (including citizens of
the UK, Australia, Canada, the US and
most of continental Europe) do not
need a visa to enter Slovenia. However,
visitors must hold an onward ticket,
all documents required for their next
destination and sufficient funds. If your
nationality is not listed please consult
your nearest Slovenian embassy or
consulate before you travel.

Slovenia: Money
Local currency

Slovenia is in the euro zone. For up to
date exchange rates with your own

updated on 08-01-2023 03:04:50
This information has been compiled with care and good faith. They give an accurate illustration of the proposed arrangements
for this holiday. Circumstances beyond our control such as changes in local conditions, inclement weather or other reasons
could force us to make changes to this itinerary. Any costs shown are subject to change, though are an accurate reflection of
costs at time of writing. Please also note that visa requirements are subject to change and are the responsibility of the traveller
and not that of On The Go Tours.

-5-

TRIP NOTES

Gondolas, Lakes & Split
currency visit www.oanda.com or
www.xe.com.
Changing money, credit cards & ATMs
The easiest way to obtain money in
Slovenia is to draw it out of an ATM
(cash machine) on a credit or debit
card (e.g. visa or cirrus). ATMs are
widely available throughout Eastern
Europe and credit cards are accepted
in many restaurants and shops.
Another option is to bring cash in euros
but we advise against bringing all your
money in this form, in case of theft.
Tipping

In a restaurant, round up the bill unless
a service charge has already been
added or the service was not up to
standard. You should also round up bar
bills and taxi fares. In Slovenia tipping
is not compulsory, but a 10% gratuity in
restaurants will always be appreciated.

Slovenia has been making wine since
the time of the Romans, and it now
produces many high quality varieties.

Alcoholic drinks vary in price, with wine
and beer generally being the cheapest
options.

Slovenia: National holidays
1-2 January - New Year

8 February - Preseren Day (Slovenian
Cultural Holiday)
28 March - Easter Monday
27 April - Resistance Day

1-2 May - Labour Day Holiday
15 May - Pentecost

25 June - National Day

15 August - Assumption

31 October - Reformation Day
1 November - All Saints’ Day

25 December - Christmas Day

26 December - Independence Day

Slovenia: Optional excursions

A full list of the main excursions
available on each tour can be found
on daily itinerary on these trip notes. All
prices given are approximate and are
subject to change due to local inflation
or exchange rates.

Slovenia: Security

Generally people find Eastern Europe to
be safe and feel confident wandering
alone during the day. However if
you are unfamiliar with an area it is
recommended that you exercise more
caution at night and taxi taxis rather
than walk, especially if you are a lone
female traveller. In some cities bag
snatching can occur so always keep a
firm hand/eye on your personal items.

Slovenia: Local food and drink
Food

In Slovenia food is heavily based on fish,
venison and the dumpling although
popular everyday dishes also include
cabbage, beans and potatoes. Every
Slovenian region has its own various
types of bread. Traditional dishes are
best tried at an inn (gostilna).
Drink
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